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885 MATTH Ch. xvii. 1 Vas 24, 25. 


When Pilate Jaw that 1 prevail nothing, but that 
' rather a Tumult was made, be took Water, and waſhed 
bis Hands before the Multitude, ſaying, I am innocent 
| = the Blood of this Ju ft Perſon; ſee ye to it. Then: 
-' anſwered all the People, Vanda mo Blood be on us, 


1 on our ee j 


1 F 3+ 4 


T. appears from theo Words, hy” 12 the —* 

Evangeliſts, that Pilate had really taken ſome 
— and uſed ſome Art, to deliver Jeſus fr 

the Perſecution: of the Prieſts, - and the Rage of, the 

People, who ſought, he knew not why, his Death; 


or at leaſt. to acquit his Hands of him. He heard 


his Acculation, aud found it .frivolous, and there- 
fore bad e --= take him, and judge. | hin .«ccording to 
their own Law, Joh. 18. 3 1. He examin'd himſelf this 


dangerous Criminal, and yet declared - by found no 


Fault in him, even after he had owned he-was. 2 King, 
Luke 23. 4. He put them in miad higaſelf of the 
Cuſtom they had, to have a Priſon, rqwhomſoever 
they deſired, delivered to them at the Feaſt of the 
Paſlover, and would have had them, choſen this Jeſus, 
King of the Jews, to be the Man, Job, 18. 39. He 
puts Barrabbas in Nomination with him, one that was 
A a Murderer and a Robber, in hopes (tis K. to 
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ſoner that he muſt deliver. 
ſending him to Herod, from hearing he was a Gali- 


s one that per verteth the People, and behold, Thaving 
vdr thoſe things e 5 accuſe him; no, nor yet He- 


proceed to fuch a Punillument, to countenance their 


Lemon preach'd before the 


determine them, by ſuch an odious and abhorr d 
Compariſon , to pitch on Jeſus. There were, no 
queſtion, many Malefactors in their Priſons; Barab. 
bus had many Accomplices that lay bound with hun 
( Mark 15. 7.) for Inſurrection; — he alone had 
committed Murder in that Inſurrection; this Villain, 


above all, he fixes on, to ſee if that could move 


them to prefer Jeſus of Nazareth to him, for the Pri- 
He took occaſion of 


lean, to rid his hands of him: and when that would 
not do, he again beſpeaks the Rulers and the Peo- 
ple, Late a3. 14. Vu huve brought this: Man unto me 


exa- 
mined him before you, have found no fault in him, tonch= 


rod: for I fen Jon to him, and lb nuthing worthy : 
Deal in dont unte him; I will therefore chaſtiſe han a 
releaſe him.” No Judge could ſhew more Marks of 
a Difpoſition-ro- acquit a Priſoner , than Pilate here 
ſhewed: One may ſee him almoſt partial in the 
matter? not againſt Juſtice (for he knew there was 
0 cauſe of Death found in him, and knew beſides. they 
bad delivered him for Envy )- but againſt the outrage- 
ons Clamours of the Prieſts and Multitude. *Tis 
not unlikely; that his very ſcourging him was with 
2 merciful intention of ſparing his Life: He would 
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Accuſation, or to appeaſe their preſent Rage; think- 
ing, it may be, they would now be ſatisfied, and 
in ſome little ſpace of time relent, and fall from 
their violent Reſolution of having him Crucified. 
He ſuffered him to be crown'd with Thorns, and 
expos d in a purple Robe, and with a Reed. for 
Sceptre, and to be treated with all the Scorn and In- 
ſolence, and cruel Contempt, that a Pretender to 
thoſe Honours might expect from a mad Multitude 
and common Soldiers, encourag d to it by their 
he thought might ſatiate their Ill nature, and move 
ſome Pity in them; and when he found it would 
not operate that way, but that they cried out Cu- 
ciß the louder, he ſaid (what he ſhould have re- 
membred ) Tale ye him, and crucify him, for 1 find 
no fault in him: but then they were more inſtant 
than before, and cried out -=- {et him be Cruciſied. 
Mpben Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a Tumult was made --- when he ſaw that all 
the artful'Pains which he had taken, all the Excu- 
ſes he had made, the Arguments the had uſed, the 
| Diverſions and Delays he had ſought out, and the 
downright Denials he had given them when he 
ſaw that nothing of all this would do, but that the 
Multitude was more incenſed, and that inſtead of 
to him, and remitting ſomewhat of their 
Claim, they were rather like to force him from his 
8 f | B 2 hands, | 


Fear he was under, declare him Innocent, and acquit 
his Conſcience of whatever Guile might be contracted 
by the Death of that juſt Man who ſtood be ſort him, 
and whoſe Blood they reſolv d to have. He, for his 
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hands, and fall into Sedition, and ſet the City in 
an Uproar ---- he ſubmitted to thoſe Fears that 
ſometimes fall, in ſome degree, upon à brave and 
conſtant Man, that has to deal with Multitudes 


he yielded to the ſad neceſfity of giving up the Life 


of a private Perſon to the Tranquility and Safety 


(as he imagined ) of the Publick. But, that he 


miglit do it with the better grace He took Was 
ter, and waſhed his hands before the Multitude, ſaying; I am 
vmocent of the Blood of 'this juſt Perſon ; ſee ye to it. He 
would intimate hereby, that as that Vater cleanſed 


his Hands from any Foulneſs they might have con- 


tracted, ſo ſhould the Proteſtation of the Force and 


part, declared him Imocent, and was willing to let 
him go; chey by their Clamours, dreadful and 
importunate, and threatning Tumult and Confuſion, 
would not let him act as Reaſon; and juſtice bid 


he ſhould; let it therefore lie on them; let them 


who by their mutinous Rage obſtructed Juſtice, an- 
ſwer for -it=--See ye to it. There is therefore in theſe 
Words, Firſt, a Declaration of Chriſt's Innocence, 

and of his own; and a throwing the guilt of his Con- 


demnation on the Prieſts and People] am innocent 


of the Blood of this Juſt Perſan ; fee ye. to it. Secondh, 


the 
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the — and 5 = this Guile upon Them- 
Ag er bh. Blood he on us, and on gur ildren. 


rf, Pilate. here acknowledar Chtiſts Innocence, 
no 5 om a oft? Perſon. udas, who had atten- 
ded on him d ublick Miniſtry, came 0 
3 ed. he h. iy el, in betraying the Inno- 
ent Bled, Pllge's \Wite had; ent to him when ii 
ting in Judgment, o warns him- from having an). | 
hand in puniſhing that \Zuſt, Man, and 1 now himſe f 
ve he. was a - Juſt ft Perſon on, Thus St. Peter rea 
nds he Jew, ths 4 dnl hs Bo nl 
5 4 id deſired a Murtherer to. "be. granted 10 5 
Act. z. 4. Thus St. Stephen tells chem. they bad . 
flam e ah ſhewed before of the coming of the Juſt One, 
of whom they had-heen the-Betrayers and Murtherers, Act. 
7.52. and, thus 1a ith Auma t0.Saul--+ 004 of > 
our, Fathers hath chofen\Thee, thit thou Pdf Ve bis. 
Will, and ſee that. uſt Une, and  ſhouldft bear the Voice of | 
his Muub, 22.14, Pilate tis Iikely by Juſt Perſon, 
underſtood no more than a M Man that was innocent 
of. the. Crimes of which he was : 17 5 but his 
Wife muſt ule that word providentially, nd ſurely 
by divine Appointment, ſince you. ſee the Scripture- 
writers, uſe. it, ſo. remarkably, and with. particular 
diſtinction, as including the whole as *”" 


«ta + 


Chriſt : And thus St. Peter, Chriſt. bath once: ſuffer- 
ed for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that be might bring 
1 toGod. Not did che er know how great 


a Truth 


= 


. % | 


fich an Bligh 
but Abſolutely neceſſary for us; "wh0 is bah harmleſs, 


n th. 


— 
*** 


Wu l Toke? be be PE) of Chet Then ay: 
15 b nk Side Thi "Man bath done nothing - 2 
not did he underſtand How neceſſary i ir was, that 


What he ſaid Ihould be exactly true. He did not 


know his Neighbour-Croſs was then the Altar,' on 
which the Prieft was offering np himſelk a Sacrifice 
to God For the fins of all Mankind; \ thatthis "his 


Fellow:ſufferer was the Lamb'of God (Sp tlefs and In- 


nocent) that taketh away the fins of the World + And that 
became ur, was indeed not only fie, 


wulf, and ſeparate from'Simuers--»not ſeparate from 


them in his Life, for he convers d moſt freely with 


them, and came to call them to Repentance; nor ſe⸗ 
parate from them in his Death, for he was numbred 
with them ; but feparated ſo, as never to be baigted 
or defiled with Sin: Such an High Prieſt befttted out 
Condition; we ſtood in need of ſuch an holy One, 
to offer up ſuch a ſpotleſs Sacrifice, not for his own, 
but for our Sins, to propitiate God, procure our Par- 
don, to enter into Heaven, and there to make'conti- 
nual Interceſſion for us; which he could not have 
done, had he at any time done any thing amiſs ; had 
he not been in all Reſpects, what Pine could but 
mean in ſome---a Juſt Perſon. 

But if he were thus Juſt, why will his Governor 
condemn him ? How can he joyn theſe two things, 
l RY the Blood of th uſt Perſon, when he 
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is going to doom to Crutifixion that Juſt Perſan ?. If 
Juſt, how fliould the Man be innocent who condemns 
him to Death? He wa not innocent, his Declarati- 
on only ſhewed he would be innocent if he could: A, 
lietle would ſerve to waſh his Hund, but all the 
Vaters in the World could not clear his Conſcience of 
all Guilt; who being a judge, would yield to the 
clamours of an incenſed Multitude, and condem 
a Man he thought was innocent, and could nat for- 
bear declaring fo with all Solemnity. A Magi» 
grate is certainly oblig'd, tho under neves ſo greas 
Conſtraint and Fears, to do what he ſſiguld de were 
ke at perfect Liberty, This appeats from hence; that 
2 Man's Heart reproaches him with having preferr'd 
his own Security, againſt Juſtice, to that of an In- 
nocent Perſon. He has {av'd himſelf, but he has 
loft another whom he way certainly obliged to ſave; 
He has bought his own Security, at the expence of 
| another's Ruine; this he likes not, this he wiſhes had; 
not paſſed. This is a hard Leſſon to learn, to pre- 
fer anothers ſafety before our own: But they who- 
undertake great Offices, and to do publick ſultice,, 
to right the Wronged, and to help the Oppreſſed, 
mult undertake them on theſe hazards: I hey are 
not expreſs Conditions, bur flill implied, becaule: 
the end of- their Inftirurion could not conſtantly. be 


anſwered without ſuch Venture. But what mult T 


late 


Pontius Pilale might in ſuch ? Circumſtances go aſide 
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kite de in ſuch Diſtreſs ? NMüſt he hazard; for the 
ſake of a poor deſpiſed Stranger, the peace and qui- 
et of his People, the conſuſion of his Government, 
it may be the loſs of ic and Cafar's Favour, rather 
than Yield 26 the united Heſires of the Rulers and 
che People to give that Stranger up? Tis eaſy for 
People that are at liberty and unconcern d, to ſit 


at home and/ determine hät is: Juſt and Right, and 


fit tõ be done, and to pronounce deciſively. upon 
che Matter. But tis another thing to find ones ſelf 


under Fears and great Conſtraint, encircled: with 
OCrouds of a mad enraged People, excited to 


Clameur and Impomunity by their leading Maſtets 
and Rulers, both Secqlat and Spiritual; whoſe Skill 
and Judgment they depend upon, and whoſe Au- 
chority is facred with them. A firmer Man than 


oũt of the way of ſtrict Juſtice; and be patient of 
ſabmitting to what his Conſcience could not chooſe 


ot like, were he at liberty: His Caſe will therefore 


always meet with Pity, tho wich Blame alſo. The 
Jews he had tried upon more Occaſions than one, 
were the moſt furious, obſtinate, and mad Multitude 

he had ever ſeen, quickly provoked,” diſpos d to 

Mutiny, and ready to take Arms, and hard to be 

appeas d and quell'd when up: And he now ſaw 

them in a diſpoſition to Tumult the moſt forward, 
kindled into a ſtrange” Rage, and ready for Revolt 
EEE upon 


_— 


— 
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upon their Leaders Call, which a little farther Pro- 
vocation might endanger. And how would he an- 
ſwer that to Cæſar, to endanger the ſetting on fire a 
whole Province, for the ſake of a little Injuſtice, or 
keeping his Conſcience quiet? Would thoſe Excu- 
ſes do at Rome? Would they not bid him learn of 
Caiaphas---That it was expedient that One Man ſhould die, 
rather than the whole Nation be endangered? I do not 
mean by this, to excuſe this Man for comply- 
ing with the unreaſonable and wicked Impor- 
tunities uſed with him, to condemn a Perſon 
whom he declared Juſt and Innocent; for he ſhould 
have ventured himſelf in ſuch a Caſe. And if Go- 
vernors and Magiſtrates ſhould be intimidated by 
Threats and Clamours, or great hazards, to do what 
a croud of People ſhould demand of them, with- 
out regard to the Rules of Right and Juſt ; if they 
ſhould not be obliged to undergoe all hardſhips in 
executing their Offices, every body ſees there would 
be an end of Order, Peace, and Government, and 
all Juſtice. If once the Multitude could find their 
Decrees ſubmitted to, either to the ſparing, or ta- 
king away the Lives of Men, they would never 
want occaſions of Aſſembling ; there would never 
be wanting wicked and deſigning People to ſtir them 
underhand to make their Claims, according as they 

found it to their Purpoſe. The greateſt Criminals 
might go N 


C might 


and the greateſt Innocence 


T . ADA 


A 
— — 


P -— we 
wa — - — 2 
D — * Ss 


. N * 
—ä—y—é—j— «* —¾ 


r 
1 


29893 — — 
—— — 


—— - — 
S 


— 


iphone" 
22 > 222 


a Nee 
as — . <- eu im * 9 — * a 
1 
* 


we. 2”; 
. En 
- EI" 4 — — 


* - . FR :, 
TTT 
0 


C ( repro png 


KC, 


2 : — 
— — — — — — Me 
EXE Ago As Is - r 


— 
7 * <1 
\ 
Arn OO OO 7”. 
— — — * 
, — — 


3 \ 


r 


= „ = . 


might not be ſafe. Barabbas here was to be par- 
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doned, and Chriſt muſt be condemn'd, only be- 
cauſe the Multitude will have it: ſo. Theſe are the 
unayoidable Conſequences of à Magiſtrates yielding 


to the clamours of a Rout againſt his Rule, and 


againſt his Conſcience : And if they have not oft 
appear d, it is becauſe the Magiſtrates have not often 
yielded: Whenever they do, it will be ſo; and there 


can be no greater Demonſtration of their Obligati- 


on to venture all Extremities, rather than condemn 
che Innocent, or acquit the Guilty, chan the certain- 
ty of this Conſequence, that without ſuch ventute, 
the Multitude will always govern, and no Man 
could, tho' never fo innocent, and deſerving, call 
his Eſtate, or Liberty, or Life his own. But this 
is alſo an equal Demonſtration of the |extellence 
and: uſefulnels of Government, and that juſt and 
ſteady Magiſtrates do very well delerve the Honouts 


and the.. Recompences that are beſtowed upon 
them. 142 N 2 | F 01 5 Ae ec 


112 Nothing can be of worſer Conſequence either to 
Governors or private "297 wh than 'that*the- aflem+ 
blings of the Multitude for any publick Purpoles 


ſhould be encouraged. The noiſe of the Waves, 
and the madneſs of the People are alike dreadful, . - 
and alike dangerous where they are let in; and deaf 


alike to all that you can offer. --- 1 find no fault in 


this Mm no matter what you find, let him be 
Ai WY % s Cruci- 
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Crucified. Why, what Evil hath be done? Then they 
redouble but their Cry --- Crucify him, Crucify bim. 
Some cunning People have ſometirnes ſerved a pre- 
ſent turn by theſe Aſſemblies, and done no great 
Miſchief ; and when they are (as we call it) on our 
Side, we apprehend no Danger. But all the odds in 


che World are on the other fide : Nor can the Wiſeſt, 


che moſt Artful, Powerful, and moſtPopular Managers, 
warrant ſecurity and quiet for an Hour, their Heads 
are ſo quickly turn d, and their Paſſions rais'd ſo ea- 
ſily. They are therefore to be repreſs'd by all che 
means imaginable, and the Men that pra@iſe on 
them, to be held in the greateſt ſuſpicion : They 
ſhould be treated like thoſe who break up Damms, 
let in the Seas, and drown a Country. 

The Rulers and the Prieſts who ſtirred up the 
People to ask Barabbas, and deſtroy Jeſus, wete cer- 
tainly much more to blame than the People them- 
ſelves, who made themſelves their wicked Inſtru- 
ments. But thePeople were not without Fault to be 
ſo ſtirred up, they have Reaſon, and common Senſe 
as well. as their Betters; and therefgre ſhall, anſwer 
to God tor the Neglect or Abuſe of it: they know 
they have nothing to do with publick Matters; they 
know they may not lie, nor accuſe wrongfully, nor 
bear falſe witneſs againſt their Neighbour; and yer 
they put themſelves in the way of doing all theſe 


things, when they ſuffer themlelFes co be excited by 
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and publickly — þ defame., and call for Juſtice 
againſt Perſons, that may, for ought they know, be 
innocent and blameleſs, and only traduced by com- 
mon Fame and uncertain Rumors. What. did - theſe 


— 


People know of Chriſt our Lord, but what was 


worthy of their Love, Eſteem, and Admiration 2 
that he taught Men to ſerve God; and love one 
another, that he cured Diſeaſes, healed Sickneſſes, 


_ caſt out Devils, and ſpent his Nr Life in going 


about and doing good? But becauſe the Prieſts and Ru- 
lers were agaiaſt him, perſecuted him, and. ſought. 


his Life; and told them I know not how many 


frightful Stories of the hazardous Condition their: 
Church and State was in, and what a dangerous Man 


this Feſus of Nazareth was, and that things could 


never - poſſibly go well whilſt he was ſuffered to 


reach and live they ſwallow all, and join their 
Voices with their Leaders, and deſire his Crucifixion; 
although they knew themſelves no Harm of him, and 


heard the Roman Governour (who had no Intereſt 
in his Life and Safety) tell them again and again 


be found no fault m him. 8 ns 
The Accuſations of the Prieſts and Rulers would 


not have moved Pilate, tis likely, to condemn. 


Chriſt, nor was it what the Multitude med or. 
proved, that moved him; but twas the Rage, the 
importunity, and Me Madneſs of their Cries, that 

IB ___ . threatned 
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QUEEN at K. James's 13 
threatned Mutiny, and Tumult, and Confuſion of 
all, that conſtrain'd this fearful Governour to give 
him up, even when he was determin d to let him 
go. Shall not the People anſwer for this ? Shall all 

this go for nothing? All this ſhall not excuſe the 
| Governour ; but it ſhall make the People guilty, in 
part, of Chriſt's Blood. They ſhould have had 
their ſlfare of Guilt, had they not willingly cried. 
out his Blood be upon us; they drew. ic on them- 
ſelves, by calling for his Death, becauſe their Lea- 
ders bid them. See ye ta it --- will not excuſe Pilate, 
but yet the People muſt ſee to it. I have (ſaid Ju. 
das to the Prieſts) betrayed the innocent Blood What. 
is that to us, ſaid the Prieſts to Judas, ſee thou to that... 
But yet it was to them, and a great deal too, to have 
encouraged, dealt with, and agreed to hire that trea- 
cherous Servant. Miſtake not, all that have: their: 
hands in Wickedneſs, muſt ſee to it; but ſome have. 
more, and ſome have leſſer ſhare in it; but every 
One too much by all, and every One muſt anſwer 
for it. Tis not ſo eaſe to waſh, out Guilt, as to 
contract it, or excuſe it lightly. Pilate may ſay, -=- 
I was conſtrain d by Fears of Tumult and Diſorders. 
that might poſſibly have occaſioned the Death of. 
many rx de z but that. will not excuſe him, even. 
to himſelf. The People may ſingly plead, they 
were but in the Crowd and did as others did, call'd. 
out for Crucifixion, without Malice, but as they 

were 


r — Ee 


— — —ͤ .(œ－ꝗ.kñ⁶≅?;ö ñ1é?5—•4 — 
een A Wy *$S 4 gt 

1 A Serum preach re the 
[| ED % 2 _- oo — — * ba I e 


2 


— 


— 


— . — 3 — — „6 a — — — —ꝛ— —-— CO 


were bid. Our Saviour told Pilate, that He who 
had delivered him itito his Hands, had the "greater. 

i $0. DOS IC ft GL CENT $61 e a0 £555 
sin; but He, it "ſeems, had /eme ; and” cherefore 
was not excuſed for yielding to the „ r 
the Prieſts and ops againſt, his Conſcience. Nor 


C1 


Crocifixion, and putting that Force on Pilate, Thus 


Men bring Guilt on one another, but do not 
clear themſelves. What therefore may be learn d 

in general from hence, is, chat as Nei and 
ſuch as undertake to do Juſtice,” are to hazard 
their own Security; in order to diſcharge their Du- 
ty, and are not to be diverted from he” right: 
way, by Hope or Fear, by Favour or Affection, 
nor wi be excus'd by Threats and dreadful Ap- 
| ptehenſions ---- ſo neither muſt che People be tx. 
| cited by fable and deſigning Men to gather into 


Routs; nor when they are there, be inſpiritec ro 
meddle with publick Matters, defame, complain 
of, or accuſe the Names that are put into theit Heads, 
nor call for Juſtice, or Removal of they know not 
whom. For, however little Miſchief they. intend, 

they will be partly guilty, and partly anſwerable for 
what follows. They make themſelves lnſtruments 
of mutinous, unjuſt; and cruel Spirits, and muſt 
give Account as far as they are concern d, in 
bringing their ill Deſigns to paſs. There is nothing 

better for all private People, than to ſtudy to be 


quiet, 


% - 


&f 


„ 
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quiet, and do their: own Buſineſs, and let the pub- 
lick Affairs be managed by thaſe who are to look 
after them, and — be anſwerable for their Miſ- 
carriage. For {ge in the next place, into how great 
by being ſo unneceſſarily buſied, and underhand ex- 
cited. by, cheir Leading Maſters, this Day to deſtroy 
Teſug. - The, Governot volild fan have let him go, 


this they are bid to exelaith; again} moſt furiouſſy; 


and when this would not do, He calls for Water to 
waſh his Hands of the blood of that Juſt Perſon - 
and, in à very ſolemn manner (ſince Guilt muſt lie 
ſome where). would lay it upon Them, whole: impor- 
tunity forced him, unwilling, to condemin him - See 


His \Bloog. be upan (us and our Children —- the Guilt and 
- Puniſhment ber outs, if there he any duę to chis de- 
fire of his Crucifixion: Let us, and our Poſterity 


bear the Smart, and beat the burchen of this Fault, 


if it beany, This, was A great deal more chan they 
intended, when either Zeal, ot Idleneſs, or Curioll- 
ty, dreiw- then out in the Morning. I hey came 
tis poſſible, only to be Spectators of what would 


happen that Day; but thete by Artifice they were 
draun in to be Peticioners, that Chriſt might die; 


this they. ſubmitted s: And now when Pilate would 
not be guilty of the Blood of one whom he thought 


x their 


ye to it. This they immediately took upon them -- 


nocent, they will needs ſubſtitute themſelves - and 


nd 
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cheir Poſterity in his ſtead; This you ſee was plain- 


ly what they came not to engage in, but fell into 


by a moſt unfortunate Opportunity, by being in ill 


Company, and in a place where they had nothing 


to do. But what a ſtrange and dreadful Impreca- 
tion was it? Their Law had told them, God would 


certainly require the Blood of innocent People, at 
the Hands of thoſe who fhed it. And did the Man 


whoſe Blood they wete about to ſhed, appear as yet 


Guilty? They knew they had ſought out Witneſſes, 


and had ſuborned them to ſwear againſt Him; but 
after all their Witneſſes did not agree, ſe that he 
could not legally be found Guilty; and every Man 
is innocent till he be legally found otherwiſe. What 


is it then but Murther, to deſire his Death, even 


when the Laws acquit him? And yet theſe Rulers 
who ſuborn'd theſe Witneſſes (which yet could not 
come home) call forthe guilt of Blood upon them- 
ſelves and Children. Well! tis a fatal thing to en- 

age at firſt in any bad Deſign; for Men are uſual- 
55 ſo proud and ſtomachful, that they will ſtick at 
nothing, rather than that Deſign ſhould be defeated, 
and their Credit loſt. They will make good one 


C(alumny by another, rather than be accounted Liars 
and Defamers ; they will follow an Accuſation with 


Subornation , rather than fall from their Point, and 


are more careful of their Honour than their Conſci- 


ence : They could not at firſt believe they ſhould | 


hazard 


. 


hazard ſo m 


0 0 guilty. One may believe the 


upe 6 | « 63 ; _— 1 - Eo. 4 11 1 
of the Guilt. of a Perſon, whom neither Witneſſes 
could prove, nor the Judge would pronounce Guilty ® 
Man is a ſtrange Creature when enraged | a ſtrange 
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e Jury very honeſt, and the Witneſſes true and 
faithful, and yet a Spectator would be loth to take 


the Blood of a condemn'd Perſon upon - his Head, 


for fear ſome Fraud; or ſome Miſtake, might be 
committed. What Madneſs is it to concern our 
ſelves in Caſes that belong not to us? But why, of 
all things in the World, will Men engage their Chil- 
dren and Poſterity in Curſes, upon Suppoſition? Why 
will they venture and defie the Vengeance of God 

themſelves and Children, upon the Certainty 


: 


Creature when under the Power of any Paſſion ! He 


thinks of nothing but the preſent Inclination, he- 
ther to love or hate; and he will gratjfie it, at whar 


Expence or Hazard ſoever. Theſe People mean not 
* | W 
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S r hs hi they 3 but only 
_—_ to be believed in har the ey then affirm: But 
ſ1 peak to one who hears ; they call on God, who 

Ac ner be ſo dealt w. th, Hop hh will ſometimes : 
take then at their word, hear and grant thoſe 
Prayers chat i undo 25 but evermore with 
Juſtice. Rn fit the Sins of the © Fathers upon” the 
Bie n, on, th the tir tf nll Generation of them that 
Bate him! and he will All cy to thouſands of them 
that love h, and keep his Commandments, This is a 
gain Proof, that bete is ſuch a Relation betwirt 
one Gene 0 id another, that Good or Evil-i 18 
to the ocher, 7 i. e. temporal Pro- 


e en 
petit or Wibke {for it touches 1 the Soul, 
we may be fure): and both theſe things are for the 
4 0 hy ent of Vertue and Religicn, and gro- 
don. that ſttong Affection Parents Pear to Chilz 
9005 and to the Ae ed Defires they have 
of doing them good, and warding them from Miſ- 
chief. Row love your Children, and your Chfldrens 
Children, and 9 as far as you cat fee, i Wiſhes, 
nd would do almoſt a nf Mil td proc procute their 
, ns --- Keep the Commands of 'God, and live 


vertuouſly, and walk holily before him; for, he ſhews 
mercy to thouſands ' of them that love bim, and keep ie 
Commandnents; and if pon wollld*be®Britig E 

on their Heads, nor cauſe them 10 de vi 7, in 
ich, fer that you live your ſclyes in all Obedience 
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: think that Cry is ſtill, as it were, in Gad's Fats. 
They have been miſerable beyond expreſſion they 
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to his Laws - for be will viſit the Sins of the Fathers 
upon the Children to the third and fourth Gtneration of them 
that hate him. 1 e 27 en ee mor? 
We may well preſumè upon the juſtice of God, 
in theſe Proceedings, without ſtaying to ſpeak to it 
now: and therefore it need not ſeem ſtrange if God 
did really puniſh the Children of theſe enraged Peti- 
tioners for Chriſt's! Death, as they. deſired, and de- 
ſerved, he ſhould. The ſore Calamities that Peo- 
ple endured for many Vears, both before and after 
the Deſtruction of: Jeruſalem, might evety Day aſſure 


— 


and on bur Children. And truly, whoever will conſi- 
ger the Fortune of that poof People, from chat un- 
happy hour to this; | throughayiti the; World . wall 


have been for more than 1600 Vears withqut City, 
without Temple, . without: High Prieſt, wirhpnt Sa- 
crifice, without Prince; ſcattered thigugh all the 
Countries of the World, and low, depreſs d, and 
in Subjection every-where. They own themſel ves, 
that they are under God's Diſpleaſure; but they ſee 


or acknowledge not the Cauſe. They are as obſti- 


nate, and fierce, and virulent againſt the Name of 


Chriſt, as their Forefathers were againſt his Per ſon: 


So that they vindicate the Juſtice of God's luflicti- 
92 


heit Pürebts arid Anceſtors'+---His 1 Blood-be on,, 
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ons, by continuing on the Cauſe; and by their out- 
rageous Infidelity, will not let his Anger ceaſe 
from them. They tread in their Father's Steps, 
they are not only as wicked and immoral as they 
were, but by continued Blaſphemies and Impieties, 
ſtill perſecute and crucify the Son of God, ind draw 
his Blood upon their Heads. They are the moſt 
inveterate Enemies of Chriſt and his Religion through 
the World. All People elſe are Enemies by Intereſt 
and by Accident; but the Jews by Principle and 
Choice. The "followers of Mahomet ſpeak moſt - 
reſpectfully of Iſa, i. e. Jeſus, and ſay that he ſhall 
ſave his Followers, if they are ſincerely faithful, 
and obedient to his Precepts (and he who fhall ay 
otherwiſe, ſays wrong?) The Jews blaſpheme and 
curſe his ſacred: Name on all Occaſions, not men- 
tioning the ſame with Decency or Patience. Should 
we not reckon this one of the heavieſt Curſes that « 
can fall upon them? E not this Blood moſt fearfully 
ußon Them and their Children ? Let us learn at leaſt from 
henee, not to give way to Rage nor in our mad- 
ness, involve our Children and Poſterity in dread- 
1 ſul Curſes and Misfortunes. Let every Generation 
j | bear its own Burthen; ſufficient to the Day will be 
| the Evil thereof; our Sins will intitle them ro enough 
3i of God's Vengeance, if he be not very merciful : 
{7 Remember not Lord our Iniquities, nor the Iniquities of 
15 aur Forefathers, neither take thou Vengeance of them --= 
£40 is 
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is what we ask daily, of God. We muſt not there- 
fore ask him by our Imprecations, to remember us 
in viſiting our Children. But this we do when we 
devote them to his Wrath, if ſuch and ſuch things 
are not true, which yet perhaps are falſe, at leaſt 
uncertain ; or ik we are not Innocent, when perhaps 
our Hearts aſſure us we are Guilty, but we will ſay 
theſe things to ſerve ſome preſent turn, and ſave our 
Credit. - go al} 

| Theſe Uſes we may make of this part of the Re- 
lation of our Saviour's Paſſion. Each Day of the 
following Week, will furniſh us with more and more 
Conlideratiogy of the like Nature. Nor can we uſe 
the Time and Hiſtory better, than to conſider. 
the Particulars attentively, and make as proper Ap- 
plications as we can of each of them to our own: 
Condition. W | | 

Few People but approve of Pilate*s Care and Pur- 

poſe to acquit our Lord, becauſe he thought him In- 
nocent; and all condemn his falling from that Pur- 
poſe, tho under force and fear, and apprehenſive. 
of great Dangers. And who is there among us all, 
that has not made as honeſt and becoming Reſolu- 
tions of diſcharging well his Duty in this and that. 
particular Occurrence, yet has not fainted. upon 
Trial, yielded, if not to fear, yet to. ſome o- 
ther Paſſion that has overborn. his' Reaſon, and, 
made him act againſt. his ſettled Judgment? and 
| yet. 
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vernment to Vitellius, then the Preſident of Syria, who 
put him out, and ſent him to Nome to anſwer for 
his Miſdemeanours. But before he reach d that 
Place, Tiberius Ceſar died, and his Succeſſor Tent hit 


up Chriſt, within a few Years, complas 


by way of Baniſhment to Vieme, a City of France, 


upon the Rhoſne where he liv'd deſpiz d and miſe- 
rable for five or ſix Years, and then diſpatch'd him- 
ſelf by his own Hands. I dare not venture to affirm 
how far the Divine Vengeance was concern'd in per- 
ſuing this unhappy Man; but I dare venture to af- 
firm, that had he followed but the Dictates of his 


Reaàſon and Conſcience in releaſing Chriſt whom he 


thought Innocent, the Accuſations of the Jews of o- 


ther Faults, had been leſs burthenſom to his Mind; 


Ceſar's Diſpleaſure, and his Baniſhment, _ 
we | ve 


have been — much better. Let but an exil'd 
Man carry his Innocence and a good Conſcience with 
him, and he will find his Native Country, 
Children Friends and Comforts, whereſoever he ſhall; 
go: l e. he ſhall be happy in che Approbation of 
God above, and of his Heart within, which will be 
to him every thing he ſtands in need of. To make 
an cfidi255 Whatever we think'of Pilate, ue are ſure 
chat we our ſelves at leaſt ate innocent of the Blood 
of this ' Juſt Perſon, ind are amaz d to think how' 
dreadfal a Curſe theſe People laid themſelves under, 
by calling for the Blood of Chrift upon their Heads. 
But neither are we innocent our ſelves of the Blood 
of this Juſt Perſon, for they were certainly ous Sins, 
the Sins of the World, that did not only want, bur 
occaſion the Death of Chriſt. Nor de weleſs thin 
call for the Blood of Chrift upon our Heads, when: 
we are Impious and Incredulous, and obdurately 
Impenitent. The Scriptures peak of ſome, and 
Chriſtians roo, that crucified the Son of God freſh 
and put him to open ſhame, that trod him under | 
counted the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, * 44 
deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, Heb. vi. 6. x. 29. when 
yet that Son ar God was ſeated on his Throne in 
Heaven; out of the reach of humane Inſolence and 
Injury. In a Word, that Blood will be «pon our 
Heads, whether we'call for it or no, if (as the Scri- 
pture 7 peak * our Hearts are not © beſorchand e 
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with it, from an Evil Conſcience, i. e. without a figure. 
A That precious Blood of Chriſt which was ſhed up- 
8 on the Croſs, to merit and obtain Redemption and 

5 Forgiveneſs of our Sins, upon diſchaige of the Con- 
| ditionscall'd for at our Hands, namely our Faith, 
Repentance, and Amendment, will be fo far from 
doing it, without diſchafge of thoſe Conditions; 
that it will raiſe our Guilt and Condemnation - to 

che higheſt Pitch, and make it much more tolera- 
ble for Pilate, and theſe Prieſts and Governors, and 
oor unhappy People, in the Day of Judgment, than 

or us. 5 19 a9 
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H E Relative Duties of Parents and Children, Husbands 

and Wives, Maſters and Servants ; Conſider'd in Sixteen 
13 Sermons : With three more upon the Cafe of Self. Murther. 
By William Fleetwood, now Lord Biſhop of St. A apb. 


